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Proposed
Amazorr

facility in
Otay Mesa
gets bigger
By Thor Kamban Biberman
Daily Transctipt Staff Writer

lans for an already huge warehouse and

distribution center in East Otay Mesa
that Seefried Properties is preparing to
develop for Amazon just got a whole lot bigger.

The 65-acre property was purchased for
$22.67 million last March by

a

unit of NewYork

City-based Fortress Investment Group, which
has worked on projects with Amazon.

When San Diego County approved the site
plan for the project at Otay Mesa Road and En-

rico Fermi Drive in January 2018, plans called
for a 2.65 million-square-foot, four-story storage and distribution facility.
On Jan. 9, the County's planning and devel-
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specifics. Afence has been placed around
properfy, but the date of a proposed groundLbreaking has yet to be revealed. Whether
not a project architect and a general contrac-

lation. Linda Greenberg a Lee & Associates
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Greenberg said these projects stand to complement each other.
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derWorks Advisors presented a proposal for
a state-of-the-art cargo processing center to
service clients such as FedEx, UPS, DHL, Estafeta, Aeromexico, Volaris Cargo, and others.
Bersin, who currently serves as an assistant
secretary for the Department of Homeland Security, is a former commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection.
Bustamante, as well as being a developer, is
a

pastTijuana mayor.

While new cargo operations have been added to Rodriguez Field since Bustamante and
Bersin's report was published, they remain on
a very modest scale. The plan is to grow these
operations over time.
"Mexico's air cargo industry is underdeveloped and geographically centralized, with

very

low air cargo volumes compared to the size of
its economy," the report stated. "In general,
the country lacks air cargo infrastructure. Air
cargo between Mexico and the United States
is similarly stunted, witl goods either crossing
the border by truck or being flown to central
locations such as Guadalajara and then driven
to destinations like Tijuana."
Rodriguez Field is an international airport
wilha9,77T-foot runway that can handle virtu'
ally any aircraft in the world with 90 percent
maximum takeoffloads.
'San Diego and Tijuana are intertwined
economies with a combined population of 6
million residents and growing," the report stated. {The San Diego airport is constrained to
handle the overall volume of air cargo in the
region, relying on the LosAngeles International

Airport is a suboptimal solution. TJ-Park will

support the logistics and cargo needs of San
Diego-area businesses and manufacturers, as
well as the thriving manufacturing industry in
Tijuana."
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